
Advancing full access and inclusion for all
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• Establish access guidelines & standards
• Provide technical assistance & training
• Enforce ABA standards (federal sector)

Board’s 
Mission
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• Independent federal agency 
• About 30 staff
• Governing Board
• Budget: over $8 million 3



Board Structure

Board Members  (13 Public, 12 Federal)

Office of 
Administration

General Counsel’s 
Office

Office of Technical 
& Information 

Services

Executive 
Director’s Office
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• Architectural Barriers Act (1968)
• Americans with Disabilities Act (1990)
• Telecommunications Act (1996)
• Rehabilitation Act Amendments – Sec. 508 (1998) 
• Patient Protection and Affordable Car Act (2010)

Laws Concerning the Board
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Covered by the ADA (private & state/local gov’t 
sectors) and ABA (federally funded)

New construction, alterations, and additions

Buildings & Facilities
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Facility standards supplemented to cover 
various recreation facilities (pools, play areas, 

amusement rides, golf, etc.)

Recreation Facilities
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New standards for trails, picnic and camping 
areas, and beach access routes (ABA)

Outdoor Areas
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Standards for information & communication 
technology in the federal sector

IT and Communication
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Standards for exam tables/chairs, weight scales, 
radiological & mammography equipment, etc.

Medical Diagnostic Equipment
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New guidelines being developed for ferries, 
cruise ships, excursion boats, and other vessels

Passenger Vessels
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New guidelines in development for public 
streets and sidewalks

Public Rights-of-Way
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Standards for public transit facilities and 
buses, vans, rail cars, trams, etc.

Transit Systems
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ADA Accessibility Guidelines 
(ADAAG) for Transportation Vehicles



Non-Rail Vehicles

 Non-Rail Vehicle: A self-propelled, rubber-
tired vehicle used to provide transportation 
services and intended for use on city streets, 
highways, or busways that constitutes either 
a bus, over-the-road bus, or van.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As defined in the rule.
We call the rule “non-rail vehicles” because we are going to address rail vehicle guidelines in a separate rule making. 




Chapter 3: Building Blocks
 Covers basic elements and requirements found 

in multiple sections
 T302 Walking surfaces
 T303 Handrails, stanchions and 

handholds
 T304 Operable parts
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Final rule provides more detail on the requirements for walking surfaces.  Existing rule – floor surfaces shall be slip resistant
Final rule: OTHER THAN LIFTS
T302.2 Slip Resistant. Walking surfaces shall be slip resistant.
T302.3 Openings. Openings in walking surfaces shall not allow the passage of a sphere more than 5/8 inch (16 mm) in diameter. Elongated openings shall be placed so that the long dimension is perpendicular to the dominant direction of travel.
EXCEPTIONS: 1. Wheelchair securement system components affixed to walking surfaces shall be permitted to have openings 7/8 inch (22 mm) maximum in width provided that, where such openings are more than 5/8 inch (16 mm) in width, they contrast visually with the rest of the walking surface either light-on-dark or dark-on-light.
2. Ramp and bridgeplate surfaces shall be permitted to have one opening 1½ inches (38 mm) maximum in width and 4½ inches (115 mm) maximum in length to allow the operator to grasp the ramp or bridgeplate for manual operation.
T302.4 Surface Discontinuities. Surface discontinuities shall be ½ inch (13 mm) high maximum and shall be beveled with a slope not steeper than 1:2.
EXCEPTIONS: 1. Surface discontinuities ¼ inch (6.4 mm) high maximum shall not be required to be beveled.

Added specifications for circular and non-circular handrail and stanchion cross sections to be consistent with accessibility guidelines for buildings and facilities
Operable parts minimum height was increased from 15” above vehicle floor, to 24”





Door Opening Width and Height 
(T502)

• Key for getting 
in and out of 
the vehicle

• Vertical 
Clearance 56 
inches 
minimum

• 32 inch 
minimum 
width
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Ramp Requirements
 The slope requirements for 

ramp deployment:
 1:6 max. slope when 

deployed to curb.
 1:6 max. slope when 

deployed to street. 
 1:8 max. slope when 

deployed to a platform.

 Although showing a bus 
requirement applies to 
small vehicles
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
 The intent of this proposal was two-fold: to lessen the steepness of the maximum permitted ramp slope from 1:4 to 1:6, and to simplify application of the ramp slope requirements by replacing the existing deployment-based range of maximum ramp slopes with a single standard. 
Requires ramps on vehicles more than 6.7 m (22 feet) in length to be permanently installed and power operated.




Lift Requirements (T403)
 References Federal Motor 

Vehicle Safety Standards 
which address: 
Design load 
Controls and manual 

operation
Platform characteristics
Threshold ramps
Deflection and movement 
Handrails etc.

 Lift can be entered in either 
direction.
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Wheelchair Spaces (T210 & T602)
• Small Vehicles Provide at least one space.
• Size is 30 x 48 inches minimum (w/securement)
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Wheelchair Spaces and Securement 
Systems

 T602 Wheelchair spaces
 T603 Wheelchair securement systems
 T604 Stowage
 T605 Seat belts and shoulder belts
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chapter 6 covers technical requirements for wheelchair spaces and securement systems



Wheelchair Spaces(T602)
 T602.2 Surfaces. 
 T602.3 

Approach. 
 T602.4 Size. 30 

inches (760 mm) 
minimum in 
width and 48 
inches (1220 
mm) minimum 
in length.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Non-rail vehicles (larger than 25ft in length) must provide at least two wheelchair spaces
Non-rail vehicles (shorter than 25ft in length) must provide at least one wheelchair space
One full unobstructed side of each wheelchair space must adjoin or overlap a passenger access route
Fold-down or removable seats are permitted in wheelchair spaces provided that when folded up, or stowed, they do not obstruct the minimum size of the wheelchair space
Located as near as practicable to doorways that provide a means of accessible boarding and alighting



Wheelchair Securement Systems(T603)

Allows rear facing 
securement and 
references ISO 10865-
1:2012(E) Part 1:  
Systems for rearward 
facing wheelchair-
seated passengers. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wheelchair securement systems shall secure the wheelchair so that the occupant faces the front of the vehicle
In large vehicles designed for use by both seated and standing passengers, rear-facing wheelchair securement systems are permitted as long as at least one securement system is front facing



Technical Assistance
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Training & Webinars
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Guides & Animations
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Research

27



www.access-board.gov 28

http://www.access-board.gov/
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